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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

Small Business Innovation Research: The USDA/SBIR Aquaculture program enhances the knowledge and technology base for continued growth of the domestic aquaculture industry. Emphasis is placed on research leading to improved production efficiency and increased competitiveness of private sector aquaculture in the United States. Studies on commercially important (or potentially important) species of fish, shellfish and plants, from both freshwater and marine environments, can be addressed. Proposals are due September 1, 2006. Details at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/fundview.cfm?fonum=1071
Transatlantic Biotechnology Exchange Fellowship Opportunity (Call for proposals): The US-EU Task Force on Biotechnology Research announces support for short-term exchanges of US scientists with interest in collaborating with EU laboratories. The exchanges are designed to foster transatlantic collaborative interactions and enhance the professional development of the exchange fellows through the acquisition of expertise in microbial environmental biotechnology. More information can be obtained at http://www.biochem.missouri.edu/EU-US-BiotechFellow
USAID: Aquaculture & Fisheries Collaborative Research Support Program (CRSP) Grant http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=9636
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
As one of a series of research seminars hosted by the National Coalition for Food and Agriculture Research (NCFAR), PPA member Wendy Sealey gave the March presentation on her studies on the effects of probiotics on fish nutrition. The seminar was held on the Senate side of the Capital. NCFAR is a coalition of about 80 associations (e.g. universities, NASULGC, commodity groups). NCFAR is chaired by Joe Layton, a soybean farmer. Despite the fact that the series is in its infancy, there was short notice for all, and there were SNAFUS attributable to a technical wannabe, the turnout was good, Wendy held course and delivered an excellent talk. See http://www.ncfar.org/2006Mar_Action_Scenes.pdf
Canada: Cod genomics research project gets $350,000 more funding THE government of Newfoundland and Labrador says it is contributing $350,000 to a Genome Atlantic research project designed to enhance the commercial viability of the cod aquaculture industry in Atlantic Canada, according to news source Lab Canada. http://www.fishupdate.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/4520/Canada:_Cod_genomics_research_project_gets_$350,000_more_funding.html
Several PPA members participated in the World Aquaculture Society conference in Florence, Italy and the XII International Symposium on Nutrition and Feeding of Fish in Biarritz, France.  The symposium in France attracted over 450 participants from around the world.  Four full days were devoted to almost 300 oral and poster presentations on a wide variety of topics related to fish nutrition and aquafeed technology.  

(Very little press on the mercury labeling court decision leads this writer to continue to wonder what the politics of mercury really are?) 

"Consumers are really the winners in this case," said Forrest Hainline of Goodwin Procter, the attorney for the tuna canners. "The judge has made a commonsense ruling based on nutrition and science. It's easy to see that canned tuna has always been an extremely healthy and important food source despite extremists' attempts to raise irrelevant and misleading arguments."

http://www.foodqualitynews.com/news/ng.asp?n=67764-starkist-tuna-mercury
The role of nutrigenomics in aquaculture research was explained by Ewen McLean, Professor and Director of Virginia Tech Aquaculture Centre, Blacksburg at Alltech’s 22nd Annual International Feed Industry Symposium held from April 23-26, 2006. More than 1,500 feed international experts met in Lexington, Kentucky, USA. Ewen, who participated in the PPA strategic planning workshop demonstrated examples of gene expression profiles and the clear effects of nutritional components on basic molecular pathways. 

CALENDAR:
July 17-18, 2006
US – EU workshop on the future of livestock genomics, Brussels
August 5-8, 2006
The 11th Biennial Conference on the Cellular and Molecular Biology of the Soybean

Lincoln, Nebraska http://soybean.unl.edu 
____________________________________________________________________
The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstocks to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 

The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. 
To be added to the mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: 
AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com






Notes from the Chair: 


  


Dear Colleagues:





As most of you are aware, this past year has been exceptionally demanding – on both professional and personal fronts. I know that is true for others of you as well. 





Nevertheless, we have made significant progress on several fronts. The purpose of this newsletter, the first edition of the PPA UPDATE, is, since we are from diverse disciplines and institutions, to keep each other aware of past and future activities.





Ron Hardy has taken the lead in editing the “PPA White Paper” for publication in “Aquaculture Research”;





The draft PPA Strategic Plan is attached for your final approval before the “Draft” is removed from it.  Before taking it on our rounds in Washington, I want everyone to have one last look. Please e-mail Diane Bellis (� HYPERLINK "mailto:dbellis@agsourceinc.com" ��dbellis@agsourceinc.com�) before 6/23 if you have questions or changes to propose. The next step is to condense the Strategic Plan for publication. If no one else steps forward, I will take the lead on that;





Richard Nelson, Silvercup Feeds; Bev Paul, American Soybean Assn., and Diane Bellis, AgSource, Inc. met with staff of Senate Members of the Commerce Committee to point out the interests of the feed and commodity crops in the Offshore Aquaculture Act and the need for research on alternative feeds if there is to be a viable offshore industry. The group found the staffers to be wanting additional information – hence….; 





In July, I will be joining that group for additional visits with Senate staff. We will also meet with Administration officials to inform them about the research needs identified in the PPA Strategic Research Plan.





We don’t anticipate a regular schedule for this newsletter, but you are encouraged to send in any items that might be of interest to the group. They will be compiled as a newsletter as information becomes available. 





Now that there have been two hearings by the Senate Commerce Committee on the Offshore Aquaculture Act, it is a good time to move forward with our research agenda. I welcome your input on any front.





Delbert Gatlin


Chair


























