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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstuffs to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 

Plant Products in Aquafeed 
Strategic Research to Optimize the Use of Plant Feedstocks in the Diets of Marine Fish 
PPA Call for Papers (Abstracts)

Aquaculture America 2008

February 9 – 12, 2008

Lake Buena Vista, FL

The aquafeeds industry has for many years recognized that viable utilization of plant feedstuffs formulated in aquafeeds for the production of aquatic species is an essential requirement for the future development of aquaculture. Such plant feedstuffs must provide cost-effective diets that will grow aquatic species with minimal environmental impact and result in a product that is appealing and nutritious. Despite considerable research efforts which have been described in the Plant Products in Aquafeed (PPA) White Paper (http://www.aquafeed.com/ppa-resources.php?site=all&typeid=17), there are factors that limit the amount of plant protein that can be used in diets of carnivorous species including most marine species of present and potential commercial importance.  

 

The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an informal association of international experts who have developed a research roadmap, the Plant Products in Aquafeed Strategic Plan (http://www.aquafeed.com/ppa-resources.php?site=all&typeid=17), of the research needed to optimize the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstocks in diets of cultured marine carnivorous fish. The plan describes seven goals with objectives and performance measures. 

 

We invite you to submit abstracts on research related to the performance measures described in the PPA Strategic Plan.  

Please follow the complete abstract submission instructions at the WAS/AA website (www.was.org ) and send a duplicate abstract to the PPA- Working Group Session organizer.  Please indicate the Performance Measure in the PPA Strategic Plan under which your research falls. The WAS abstract submission form has a ‘Special Session Information’ place to mark ‘yes’ for your abstract to be presented at the PPA special session.  Type in “Plant Products in Aquafeed” where the form asks you to provide the complete title of the session.  Also, please send a copy of your abstract to Diane Bellis at dbellis@agsourceinc.com. The deadline for abstract submission is September 1, 2007. 

In Washington: 

Congress will be back from a month’s recess on September 4. The Administration’s “National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007” has been introduced in both the House and the Senate. In addition, a draft bill titled the “National Sustainable Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007” is being vetted by Senator Inouye’s office. The version we’ve seen calls for a competitive peer-reviewed grant program for research and includes an authorization of funding though does not identify any “offsets”. 
Below is a comparison of the two bills that have been introduced. 
	
	H.R. 2010

	S.1609


	Sponsor
	Rahall (D WV), Chair of House Natural Resources Committee at request of Administration 
	Inouye (D HI): Co-Sponsors - Stevens (R-AK)

	Title
	National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007
	National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007

	Research program
	SEC. 5. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. (a) In consultation as appropriate with other Federal agencies, the Secretary may establish and conduct an integrated, multidisciplinary, scientific research and development program to further marine aquaculture technologies that are compatible with the protection of marine ecosystems.


	None

	Coordination with other Federal agencies
	(c) The Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall conduct research to reduce the use of wild fish in aquaculture feeds, including but not limited to the substitution of seafood processing wastes, cultured marine algae and microbial sources of nutrients important for human health and nutrition, agricultural crops, and other products.


	

	Authorizes for Research
	SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. There are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary $4,052,000 in fiscal year 2008 and thereafter such sums as may be necessary for purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act.

	0


And Elsewhere: 
Meanwhile, other governments are moving forward with their own versions of aquaculture. “Offshore Aquaculture in Europe - ‘Next Steps’” will take place in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Dublin on September 24, to coincide with the World Seafood Congress 07. The Workshop, which is being funded under the EU 6th Framework Programme, will provide anyone with an interest in offshore aquaculture with the opportunity to submit their thoughts on the next steps for future development. This information will be included in a comprehensive report outlining the way forward for the European aquaculture industry and submitted to the European Commission in February 2008.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

(This is not intended to be a complete listing of all opportunities relevant to PPA researchers, but hopefully will point out some that you might not have noticed.)
NSF - National Science Foundation

Biotechnology, Biochemical and Biomass Engineering

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=501029
The Biotechnology (BTEC) program deals with problems involved in economic processing and manufacturing of products of economic importance by effectively utilizing renewable resources of biological origin and bioinformatics originating from genomic and proteomic information. The BTEC program supports research projects that are primarily interdisciplinary and involve multiple investigators consisting of closely collaborating engineers and biological scientists. The BTEC program emphasizes basic engineering and biological research that advances the fundamental knowledge base that contributes to a better understanding of biomolecular processes (in vivo, in vitro, and/or ex vivo) and eventually to the development of generic enabling technology and practical application. …Research projects supported through the BTEC program include, but are not limited to, fermentation technology, enzyme technology, recombinant DNA technology, cell culture technology, ex vivo and therapeutic stem cell culture technology, metabolic pathway engineering, biosensor development, bioreactor design and bioprocess optimization, bioseparation and purification processes, bioprocess optimization and integration, monitoring and control of bioprocesses, food processing with special focus on the safety of the nation's food supply, tissue engineering, information technology relevant to biotechnology including bioinformatics, nanobiotechnology and biometics, and quantitative systems biotechnology.
USDA opened its FY2008 SBIR Phase I Solicitation on July 3, 2007.  The solicitation is available in WORD or PDF file formats on the USDA SBIR website at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir_synopsis.html
The solicitation closes September 5, 2007.  

There are 12 research topic areas in the solicitation including:

8.3 Animal Production and Protection

8.4 Soil and Water Resources

8.5 Food Science and Nutrition

8.6 Rural Development

8.7 Aquaculture

8.8 Biofuels and Biobased Products

8.9 Marketing and Trade

8.10 Animal Manure Management

8.11 Small and Mid-Size Farms

NOAA: FY 2007 Broad Agency Announcement Request for Extramural Research, Innovative Projects, and Sponsorships.  Proposals will be accepted on a rolling basis up to 5 p.m. ET September 28, 2007. Applications shall be evaluated for funding generally within 3 to 6 months of receipt.  For further information, see http://www.grants.gov. 

The United States - Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund: BARD is a competitive funding program for mutually beneficial, mission-oriented, strategic and applied research of agricultural problems, jointly conducted by American and Israeli scientists. Researchers affiliated with public or not-for-profit, private entities are eligible to apply for funding. Research proposals are due in September. http://www.bard-isus.com/
FishAmerica Foundation 
Conservation and Fisheries Research Grants
http://www.fishamerica.org/images/grants/guidelines.pdf?CFID=1538818&CFTOKEN=58033570
Et cetera:

In case you missed it: 
· Aquaculture on the Nightly Business News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_5zpnpdmwk
· On the ABC News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXiXDsXtHt4
· and an interesting article in Science 20 April 2007
Vol. 316. no. 5823, pp. 382 - 383
DOI: 10.1126/science.1138042
Rapid Domestication of Marine Species

C. M. Duarte et al.

Domestication has had higher success rates in the sea relative to those seen in the long history of land species' domestication. The rise of aquaculture has global consequences. 

CALENDAR:
Deadline for Abstracts for PPA Special Session (Aquaculture America 2008)

(more information above)

Soy in Aquaculture Stakeholders’ Meeting:
September 12-14, 2007
Hubbs Sea World

Aquaculture Europe 2007

October 24-27, 2007
http://www.easonline.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid=38
Aquaculture America 2008             
February 9 -12 2008 
Lake Buena Vista, Florida USA

XIII International Symposium on Fish Nutrition and Feeding
June 1-5, 2008 

Florianópolis, Brazil…. http://www.isfnf2008.com.br/
The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. To be added to or removed from the PPA mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: 
AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com 






Notes from the Chair: 


  





Dear Colleagues:





Hope you have all had a chance to catch your breath this summer before the start of the “new” year. 





Several new and exciting developments for the Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group have occurred over the past several months including:





 “Expanding the Utilization of Sustainable Plant Products in Aquafeeds: A Review” was published in Aquaculture Research (38, 551-579). I have had requests for copies of the article from all over the world. 





The PPA Strategic Plan is “in press” at Reviews in Fisheries Science which has a backlog of manuscripts. We’re still hoping it will be published this year.  





Thanks to Suzi Dominy of aquafeed.com and Diane Bellis, AgSource, Inc., for making information on the Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group including both papers, the PPA newsletters and other news available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafeed.com" ��www.aquafeed.com�  - look in the lower left hand corner. Go to the “participate” tab, and you will find information on how to join the PPA Discussion Group. We hope it will become a well-used site for us to meet and exchange information.





PPA is organizing a special session for Aquaculture America. We are soliciting abstracts from researchers who have conducted research related to the performance measures described in the PPA Strategic Plan. Deadline for abstracts is September 1. There is more information below. 





Best regards, 





Delbert Gatlin


Chair




















