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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstuffs to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 

 

In Washington: 

A revised draft of the offshore aquaculture bill has been distributed by Sen. Inouye’s office for discussion purposes. They have tried to incorporate as many changes as possible from those received in July. They do not plan to introduce a bill before the December recess. The draft includes authorizations of $35,000,000 each year for competitive research grants.
And Elsewhere: 
Brazil launches US$23 billion science plan: A new science plan, aiming to strengthen the role of science, technology and innovation in sustainable development, has been launched by Brazil. The government will invest almost US$23 billion.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

(This is not intended to be a complete listing of all opportunities relevant to PPA researchers, but hopefully will point to some that you might not have noticed.)
NSF - National Science Foundation

Biotechnology, Biochemical and Biomass Engineering
Full Proposal windows: 2/1 – 3/1, 2008: 8/15-9/15/2008

The Biotechnology (BTEC) program deals with problems involved in economic processing and manufacturing of products of economic importance by effectively utilizing renewable resources of biological origin and bioinformatics originating from genomic and proteomic information. …Research projects supported through the BTEC program include, but are not limited to, fermentation technology, enzyme technology, recombinant DNA technology, cell culture technology, ex vivo and …bioseparation and purification processes, bioprocess optimization and integration, monitoring and control of bioprocesses, food processing with special focus on the safety of the nation's food supply….
USDA/CSREES/National Research Initiative (NRI)
Competitive Grants Program 

42.0 Animal Growth and Nutrient Utilization

National Program Leader  Dr. Mark Mirando (202-401-4336 or mmirando@csrees.usda.gov)

Total Program Funds approximately $4.5 million, with up to $900,000 for integrated projects 

Letter of Intent  Not required for this program.

Application Deadline  June 5, 2008 (5:00 P.M., ET)

 
Background: Suboptimal nutrition and growth are limiting factors in animal productivity. New information regarding these processes in agriculturally important animals, including aquaculture and aquacultured species, is lacking. The primary objective of the program is to increase our understanding of the biological mechanisms underlying animal growth, development of skeletal muscle, lactation, and nutrient digestion and metabolism. New knowledge for contemporary and future agricultural systems is needed to improve animal production and control muscling, growth, metabolism, and mammary function. Novel research is also needed to identify biological mechanisms for improving dietary nutrient availability, directing nutrient partitioning toward more protein and less fat, and minimizing excretion of nutrients as waste products. 
FY 2008 Priorities for Research Projects  Applicants must address at least one of the following priorities.
1. Improve quality and efficiency of meat, milk, and egg production. 

2. Control of nutrient intake, digestion, absorption, and availability to improve nutrient utilization and minimize excretion of nutrients as waste products 

 
USDA/CSREES/National Research Initiative (NRI)- Integrated Organic Program. Proposals are due January 9, 2008. An e-mail from Gary Jensen notes, “There are certainly researchable topics and educational issues associated with advancing organic certification of aquaculture products through USDA in the US. Please review the various integrated and other activities that are eligible for funding under this program and consider strategic partnerships to develop highly competitive proposals related to organic certification of farmed aquatic species.”
Et cetera:
The Soybean Meal INFOcenter website provides technical information on soybean meal to the feed manufacturer, professional nutritionist, feed formulator, livestock and poultry producer and general public interested in learning more about soybean meal. The website is designed to be a “Center” or primary source of key information regarding soy protein in livestock diets including aquaculture.
USDA releases Blueprint for Agricultural Animal Genomics: The United States Department of Agriculture recently released a Blueprint for Agricultural Animal Genomics 2008-2017. The “Blueprint” is available at:  http://www.csrees.usda.gov/newsroom/news/2007news/blueprint.html 

CALENDAR:
January 10, 2008
Aquaculture America 2008 Deadline for early registration           

February 9 -12, 2008  
Aquaculture America  Lake Buena Vista, FL
February 12, 2008 1:30 – 5:30

Plant Products in Aquafeed – Special Session
Strategic Research to Optimize the Use of Plant Feedstocks in the 

Diets of Marine Fish  
Aquaculture America, Lake Buena Vista, FL

Draft Agenda is at the end of the CALENDAR

February 13-14, 2008

NIST / NOAA Workshop following Aquaculture America
Enhancing Competitiveness of Sustainable Marine Aquaculture in the U.S. – Addressing Measurement Barriers to Technological Innovation

With breakout session on “nutrition, feeds, growth and product quality”

February 29, 2008

Deadline for input on alternative aquaculture feed    
Mid-April

USDA Aquaculture Stakeholder Workshop (ARS/CSREES)

Kansas City, MO

June 1-5, 2008 

XIII International Symposium on Fish Nutrition and Feeding
Florianópolis, Brazil
Draft Agenda - Plant Products in Aquafeed – Special Session
Strategic Research to Optimize the Use of Plant Feedstocks in the 

Diets of Marine Fish 
1:30 
THE PLANT PRODUCTS IN AQUAFEED WORKING GROUP: A FRAMEWORK FOR COORDINATING RESEARCH, EXCHANGE OF DATA, AND ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS FOR RESEARCH ON PLANT-BASED AQUAFEEDS Diane Bellis, Ph.D.;* Delbert M. Gatlin III, Ph.D.; Frederic T. Barrows, Ph.D.
1:50 
EFFECT OF DIETARY LYSINE AND GENETICS ON INDICES OF ENERGY AND PROTEIN METABOLISM IN RAINBOW TROUT Stephanie K. Pomeroy*, Jeffrey T. Silverstein, Frederic T. Barrows, Beth M. Cleveland and Kenneth P. Blemings

 

2:10 
FAMILY DIFFERENCES RELATED TO CARBOHYDRATE UTILIZATION IN RAINBOW TROUT Oncorhynchus mykiss Ken Overturf, T. Gibson Gaylord, Frederick Barrows

 

2:30 
Evaluation of family growth response to fishmeal and plant-based diets in rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) L.R. Piercea,b, Y. Paltia, J.T. Silversteina, F.T. Barrowsc, E.M. Hallermanb, J.E. Parsonsd
 

2:30 
Reproductive performance of rainbow trout fed fish meal or plant meal based diets Jim Parsons TroutLodge 
 

2:45
REPLACING LIPID AND PROTEIN REQUIREMENTS IN KONA KAMPACHI® Seriola rivoliana DIETS USING STEARIDONIC-ACID-RICH SOY OILS, AND SOY PROTEIN CONCENTRATES. Jennica Lowell*, Neil Anthony Sims, Thomas E. Clemente, Steve Weier, Pat Tenopir, Robert Weber, Tim O'Keefe, Michael Cremer and Bridgette Owen.

3:00-3:30 Break
 

3:30
DIETARY PREBIOTICS IMPROVE GROWTH, FEED EFFICIENCY, IMMUNITY AND DISEASE RESISTANCE OF JUVENILE RED DRUM Sciaenops ocellatus FED SOYBEAN-BASED DIETS
J. Alejandro Buentello*, William H. Neill and Delbert M. Gatlin, III

 

3:45
WASTE PRODUCTION AND OXYGEN CONSUMPTION BY RAINBOW TROUT Oncorhynchus mykiss FED FISHMEAL- OR GRAIN-BASED DIETS Steven T. Summerfelt*, Thomas Waldrop, Michael Gearheart, John Davidson, Brian Brazil, Frederic Barrows

 

4:00 
Formulation of plant based Rainbow trout feeds on an Ideal Protein Basis can reduce total dietary protein T. Gibson Gaylord* and Frederic T. Barrows

 

4:15
THE EFFECT OF LYSINE-SUPPLEMENTED WHEAT GLUTEN – BASED DIET ON YELLOW PERCH Perca flavescens Karolina Kwasek*, Konrad Dabrowski, Kyle Ware, John M. Reddish, and Macdonald Wick

 

4:30
Carnosine supplementation to an all-plant protein diet for rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) G. Scott Snyder, T. Gibson Gaylord, Frederic T. Barrows and Ronald W. Hardy
 

The remainder of the time will be used for an update of Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group activities and discussion of future directions. 
The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. To be added to or removed from the PPA mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: 
AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com 






Notes from the Chair: 





Dear Colleagues:





On November 15, NOAA published a Notice of Solicitation of Public Comment on the Development of the NOAA – USDA Alternative Aquaculture Feeds Initiative. The first step of the Initiative is to gather information. While I am certain that the importance of “alternative” and sustainable diets to a successful offshore aquaculture industry would have eventually been acknowledged, I am also certain that our efforts have been instrumental in bringing the importance of research on these diets to the forefront. I would like to thank all of you who have participated in the PPA Working Group. Through the efforts of PPA, the federal technical agencies better appreciate the importance of their cooperation if the goals outlined in the PPA Strategic Plan are to be met.  





I encourage all of you to submit comments to NOAA on or before February 29, 2008, to ensure consideration. As Chair of PPA, I will submit our two PPA publications(� HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafeed.com/documents/1183483042_1.doc" ��Expanding the Utilization of Sustainable Plant Products in Aquafeeds� and  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafeed.com/documents/1183416077_1.doc" ��The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group Strategic Research Plan�) with a short cover letter describing the PPA Working Group and the process by which these documents were written. I will send you a draft for your comment before submitting them to NOAA and post the final document on the PPA “corner” of aquafeed.com. If you also would like your comments to be made available to the public on aquafeed.com, please send them to me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d-gatlin@tamu.edu" ��d-gatlin@tamu.edu�.





The PPA Strategic Plan is still “in press” at Reviews in Fisheries Science which has a backlog of manuscripts. We are anticipating that it will be published early next year.  





The PPA special session for Aquaculture America 2008 is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12 from 1:30 to 5:30 PM. This promises to be an outstanding session. You will find more information in the “Calendar” below.





I would like to welcome all of you who are new to the PPA WORKING GROUP, and remind everyone that information about PPA and its archives can be found � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafeed.com/ppa-about.php?site=all&typeid=17" ��here�. 





I look forward to seeing all of you in Orlando. 





Best regards, 





Delbert Gatlin


Chair




















