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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstuffs to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 
CALENDAR:
January 10-14, 2009
Plant and Animal Genome (PAG) Aquaculture Genomics Workshop, San Diego, CA

Yniv Palti of the National Center for Cool and Cold Water Aquaculture (and PPA member) is the organizer of the workshop. 

January 31, 2009

Deadline for abstracts for World Aquaculture
February 15-18, 2009
Aquaculture America 




Seattle, Washington

February 17


Alternative Feedstuffs for Aquaculture: A PPA, NOAA, 8:30a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

and USDA Joint Technical Session
February 17


PPA Executive Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m.


Rm 307
February 18


5th Annual USB-Aquaculture Coalition meeting

7:30 p.m. -12:00 p.m.
Please contact Gil Griffis by January 15th if you would like to attend this meeting.

May 25-29
World Aquaculture

Veracruz, Mexico

In Washington: 
USDA: The 2008 Farm Bill authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a new competitive grant program, Agriculture and Food Research Initiative Competitive Program (AFRI), to provide funding for fundamental and applied research, extension, and education to address food and agricultural sciences. AFRI replaces the National Research Initiative (NRI) and IFAFS. It authorizes appropriation of $700 million for grants for FY 2008-12. Of the AFRI funds allocated to research activities, 60 % is directed to grants for fundamental (or basic) research, and 40 % toward applied research.  Of the AFRI funds allocated to fundamental research, not less than 30 percent of AFRI grants will be directed toward research by multidisciplinary teams.  In addition, the law specifies that of the total amount appropriated for AFRI, not less than 30 percent is to be used for integrated programs.
 
The National Academies’ Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources (BANR) is proceeding to update the widely read 1993 report, Nutrient Requirements for Fish. It is estimated that the study will cost $350,000 to complete. The report has served as a useful resource for aquaculturists and hatchery managers, feed suppliers, veterinarians, nutritionists and wildlife scientists in academia, government and industry and regulators in the food and Drug Administration which oversees the safety of fish feed. 
Nominations for the 10-member committee will be solicited in the near future. The panel will prepare a report that evaluates the scientific literature on the nutrient requirements of fish. Fish species covered by the report will be identified by the committee. A mix of U.S. and international candidates including academics, individuals with feed control or regulatory backgrounds, and practitioners with fish experience will be solicited. At the first two of the four anticipated meetings of the committee, experts in different aspects of fish production and nutrition, including the feed industry will be invited to present information to the committee. The third and fourth meetings of the committee will be spent reviewing report drafts and reaching consensus on recommendations. The report will undergo anonymous peer review and revision before it is finalized and released. Sponsors will be briefed by the representatives from the committee on the reports’ findings and recommendations and the report’s results will be announced at industry and scientific meetings
And Elsewhere: 
The Report of the Plant Products in Aquafeed Strategic Planning Workshop : An Integrated, Interdisciplinary Research Roadmap for Increasing Utilization of Plant Feedstuffs in Diets for Carnivorous Fish, 449 – 455  was published in Reviews in Fisheries Science in October (Authors: Frederic T. Barrows;  Diane Bellis;  [image: image2.png]


shild Krogdahl;  Jeffrey T. Silverstein;  Eliot M. Herman;  Wendy M. Sealey;  Michael B. Rust; Delbert M. Gatlin III - DOI: 10.1080/10641260802046734). The complete PPA Strategic Research Plan is also available at Aquafeed.com.
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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group
(PPA) is an informal group of international experts
working collaboratively to conduct research and

develop support for research to optimize the use of
plant feedstuffs in aquaculture diets.

Farmed seafood, or aquaculture, now provides 42
percent of the world’s seafood supply. Innovative fish
farms function like healthy aquatic ecosystems and
use nutritious, efficient planthased diets.

For more on PPA, go to: wwu.aquafeed.com.




If you would like some of the very snappy, new  PPA brochures for your next meeting, please contact Diane Bellis. 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

(This is not intended to be a complete listing of all opportunities relevant to PPA researchers, but hopefully will point out some that you might not have noticed.)
The United States - Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund: 
Deadlines-
Fellowships: 

January 15, 2009

Workshops: 

February 1, 2009

Canada-Israel: 
Feb 16, 2009
Proposals: 

September 2009
BARD is a competitive funding program for mutually beneficial, mission-oriented, strategic and applied research of agricultural problems, jointly conducted by American and Israeli scientists. Researchers affiliated with public or not-for-profit, private entities are eligible to apply for funding. 
NSF - National Science Foundation
NSF - Supplemental Award, for NSF Graduate Research Fellows (GRFs) to establish collaborations with Norwegian or Finnish research institutions
Supplement Request Deadline: January 15, 2009


Through a pilot collaboration, the U.S. National Science Foundation, the Research Council of Norway (RCN), and the Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation (TEKES) will support on a competitive basis research visits of between two and twelve months to Norway, or between three and twelve months to Finland, respectively.  

NSF – Chemical and Biological Separations (CBS) program
Full proposal deadlines: March 2, 2009 and September 15, 2009  

This program supports fundamental research on novel methods and materials for separation processes. The program encourages proposals that address emerging research areas and technologies, have a high degree of interdisciplinary thought coupled with knowledge creation, and integrate education and research. Areas of emphasis include separation of biological molecules and separations that lead to environmentally benign processing.
NSF - Partnerships for Enhancing Expertise in Taxonomy (PEET)
Full proposal deadline date:  March 2, 2009
In partnership with academic institutions, botanical gardens, freshwater and marine institutes, and natural history museums, the National Science Foundation seeks to enhance taxonomic research and help prepare future generations of experts. 
NSF - Research Coordination Networks in Biological Sciences (RCN)
Deadline: June 29, 2009
The goal of this program is to encourage and foster interactions among scientists to create new research directions or advance a field. Innovative ideas for implementing novel networking strategies are especially encouraged. Groups of investigators will be supported to communicate and coordinate their research, training and educational activities across disciplinary, organizational, institutional, and geographical boundaries. The proposed networking activities should have a theme as a focus of its collaboration. The focus could be on a broad research question, a specific group of organisms, or particular technologies or approaches.
Department of Agriculture 
 
In FY 2009, CSREES anticipates that $190 million will be available for AFRI.  AFRI replaces the former National Research Initiative (NRI) and the Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems (IFAFS). There are several opportunities for proposals related to the goals and objectives of the PPA Strategic Research Plan. The program announcement provides an overview of the legislation that created the AFRI program and describes programs being offered in Fiscal Year 2009. The program descriptions contain the program priorities, deadline dates, budget limitations, and contact information.  Two within the Animal Health and Production and Animal Products (E.2) Program are:
Animal Genome, Genetics, and Breeding

Letter of Intent Deadline − March 5, 2009

Total Program Funds − approx. $11.0 million total 

Animal Growth and Nutrient Utilization 

Letter of Intent Deadline − Not required for this program. 

Anticipated Application Deadline − July 8, 2009 
Suboptimal nutrition and growth are limiting factors in animal productivity. New information regarding these processes in agriculturally important animals, including aquaculture and aquacultured species, is lacking. The primary objective of the program is to increase our understanding of the biological mechanisms underlying animal growth, development of skeletal muscle, lactation, and nutrient digestion and metabolism.

Total Program Funds − approximately $4.5 million 

Proposed research project budget requests must not exceed $350,000 for a project period of 2-4 years (including indirect costs). 

Biotechnology Risk Assessment Research Grants Program
Deadline: January 30, 2009
The purpose of the USDA Biotechnology Risk Assessment Grants (BRAG) Program is to assist Federal regulatory agencies in making science-based decisions about the effects of introducing genetically engineered organisms into the environment. Investigations of effects on both managed and natural environments are relevant.
Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
2009 NMFS-Sea Grant Fellowships in Marine Resource Economics Grant 

Deadline: Feb 20, 2009
2009 NMFS-Sea Grant Fellowships in Population Dynamics Grant 
Deadline: Feb 20, 2009

2010 Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship (Knauss Fellowship Program) Grant 
Deadline: Feb 20, 2009

Center for International Development, Harvard University
Fellowships in Sustainability Science
Applications due:  January 15, 2009

Applications are invited for resident fellowships in sustainability science for the University's academic year beginning in September 2009. The fellowship competition is open to advanced doctoral and post-doctoral students, and to mid-career professionals engaged in research or practice to facilitate the design, implementation, and evaluation of effective interventions that promote sustainable development. Applicants should describe how their work would contribute to "sustainability science," the emerging field of use-inspired research seeking understanding of the interactions between human and environmental systems as well as the application of such knowledge to sustainability challenges relating to advancing development of agriculture, habitation, energy and materials, health and water while conserving the earth's life support systems.  This year we will give some preference to applicants who address the challenges related to meeting human needs for water or food/agriculture/land use in the context of sustainable development. 
The United Soybean Board has approved funding for a Soybean Research Fellowship to be awarded in 2009. An announcement will be in the Crop Science Society of America magazine in January, and the application period will open in mid-January. 

The fellowship will provide funding of $25,000 per year for up to four years for a student to pursue a Ph.D. in an area of research important to soybeans.

In case you missed it and etc.: 

* The status of wild capture fisheries has induced many fisheries and conservation scientists to express concerns about the concept of using forage fish as feed for farmed animals, particularly in aquaculture. However, a very large quantity of fishmeal such as the pet food industry. DeSilva and Turchini estimate the amount of raw fishery products used by the cat food industry at 2.48 million metric tons per year and that 13.5% of the total 39.0 million tons of wild caught forage fish is used for purposes other than human food production.
 
*A doctoral study by Øyvind Haugland from the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science looked at the expression in salmon of TNF-α and other cytokines in response to oil-based vaccines and to alternative feed sources. Results of the work showed that an extract from the soya plant, Glycine tomentella, reduces the level of TNF-α in inflammation. Like other plant-based oils, rapeseed oil leads to significant changes in the fatty acid composition of salmon tissues, but Haugland found that neither the degree of inflammation nor the bacteria-killing abilities appear to be affected.

*  
Increasing Capacity for Stewardship of Oceans and Coasts: A Priority for the 21st Century (2008). National Academy of Sciences. Marine environments support the livelihoods, economies, and quality of life for communities around the world. But growth of coastal populations and increasing demands on marine resources are putting the future of ocean and coastal resources at risk. This report from the National Research Council recommends ways that governments and organizations can help strengthen marine protection and management capacity, including conducting periodic program assessments, making plans to sustain funding, and developing leadership and political will.
*
Weather and climate play role in levels of one family of antioxidants in soybeans. A team lead by Steven Britz, USDA/ARS found that α -tocopherol, from a family of antioxidants that protect biological membranes, increase under warm, dry conditions.
*
Kona Blue Water Farms today commended the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch program's Sushi Card recommendation of U.S. farmed yellowtail as a "Good Alternative."  The Sushi Card states that "Yellowtail is farmed in the U.S. in a more environmentally responsible way than in other regions of the world," and recommends consumers "Avoid" other farmed yellowtail from Japan and Australia due to concerns about environmental impact and a high reliance of wild-caught fish in feed. Well done, Neil!!
What do you do think??
Is there a need for an online “bibliography” of peer-reviewed research on plant-based aquaculture diets? What would it look like?
The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. To be added to or removed from the PPA mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: 
AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com 






Notes from the Chair: 


   


Dear Colleagues:





It is hard to believe another year has almost passed.  I hope all of you have had an enjoyable Fall season and are looking forward to a happy new year.  





Aquaculture America is rapidly approaching and agenda is falling into place for the joint PPA, NOAA, USDA technical session – Alternative Feedstuffs for Aquaculture on February 17th. We anticipate a strong technical session with eighteen (18) technical talks interspersed with panels and invited speakers. The agenda will be e-mailed to you when it is finalized.


 


Last week, CSREES released the � HYPERLINK "http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/afri/pdfs/program_announcement.pdf" �Agriculture and Food Research Initiative Competitive Program (AFRI)� which integrates the former NRI and IFAFS programs. While the AFRI RFA is not expected until January 2009, the program includes many opportunities research on the goals and objectives identified in the PPA Strategic Research Plan. If PPA can help you to develop proposals - identify collaborators, provide letters of support- please contact me, Rick or Diane.


 


I am very pleased to note that the “Report of the Plant Products in Aquafeed Strategic Planning Workshop : An Integrated, Interdisciplinary Research Roadmap for Increasing Utilization of Plant Feedstuffs in Diets for Carnivorous Fish” was published in October. The principal rationale for the PPA Strategic Research Plan is to strengthen your proposals to competitive programs such as the AFRI program so you are encouraged to refer to the Plan!!


 


Speaking of the re-organized USDA, we would like to congratulate Charlotte Kirk Baer on her selection to be the Division Chief for Animal Health, Production, and Products the new Research, Education, and Extension Office (REEO) mandated in the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill) to "coordinate the research activities and programs of the Department." Formerly, she was Director of the Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources (BANR). 





Since the last newsletter I represented the PPA Workgroup by participating in the First International CGNA Workshop in Temuco, Chile on August 3-6.  The workshop was organized by the Agri- Aqua-culture Nutritional Genomic Center (CGNA) and concerned the utilization of novel and sustainable plant products in aquafeeds. I was particularly impressed with such a well organized symposium which covered a diversity of topics including aspects of plant genomics, bioinformatics, fish nutrition, and bioprocesses.  I was pleased to describe our PPA Workgroup and some of our initiatives and activities to the workshop participants. The PPA Workgroup also has been engaged in many other activities throughout the year as highlighted elsewhere in this newsletter.  





I am looking forward to seeing many of you in Seattle at the Aquaculture America conference in February.  Until then, take care and have a happy holiday season.   





Best regards, 





Delbert Gatlin


Chair
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