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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstuffs to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 
CALENDAR:
February 15-18, 2009

Aquaculture America 




Seattle, Washington

February 17


Alternative Feedstuffs for Aquaculture: A PPA, NOAA, 8:30a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

and USDA Joint Technical Session
February 17


PPA Executive Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m.


Rm 307
February 18


5th Annual USB-Aquaculture Coalition meeting

7:30 p.m. -12:00 p.m.


May 25-29
World Aquaculture

Veracruz, Mexico

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

(This is not intended to be a complete listing of all opportunities relevant to PPA researchers, but hopefully will point out some that you might not have noticed.)
The Ian Axford Fellowships in Public Policy are for outstanding mid-career professionals to research, travel and gain practical experience in public policy(e.g. aquaculture?) in New Zealand for seven months.

Closing date: 



March 2
Department of Agriculture 
 In FY 2009, CSREES anticipates that $190 million will be available for AFRI.  AFRI replaces the former National Research Initiative (NRI) and the Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems (IFAFS). There are several opportunities for proposals related to the goals and objectives of the PPA Strategic Research Plan. The program announcement provides an overview of the legislation that created the AFRI program and describes programs being offered in Fiscal Year 2009. The program descriptions contain the program priorities, deadline dates, budget limitations, and contact information.  Two within the Animal Health and Production and Animal Products (E.2) Program are:
Animal Genome, Genetics, and Breeding

Letter of Intent Deadline − March 5, 2009

Total Program Funds − approx. $11.0 million total 

Animal Growth and Nutrient Utilization 

Letter of Intent Deadline − Not required for this program. 

Anticipated Application Deadline − July 8, 2009 
Suboptimal nutrition and growth are limiting factors in animal productivity. New information regarding these processes in agriculturally important animals, including aquaculture and aquacultured species, is lacking. The primary objective of the program is to increase our understanding of the biological mechanisms underlying animal growth, development of skeletal muscle, lactation, and nutrient digestion and metabolism.

Total Program Funds − approximately $4.5 million 

Proposed research project budget requests must not exceed $350,000 for a project period of 2-4 years (including indirect costs). 

Specialty Crop Research Initiative
Notification of intent to submit an application deadline: 
March 2, 2009

Application deadline: 




April 15, 2009

 CSREES announced the availability of grant funds (approximately $47.3 million) and requests applications for the Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI). 
There are five (5) legislatively mandated focus areas which include quality, in general, and enhanced phytonutrient content specifically. 
Center for International Development, Harvard University
Fellowships in Sustainability Science
Applications due:  January 15, 2009

Applications are invited for resident fellowships in sustainability science for the University's academic year beginning in September 2009. The fellowship competition is open to advanced doctoral and post-doctoral students, and to mid-career professionals engaged in research or practice to facilitate the design, implementation, and evaluation of effective interventions that promote sustainable development. This year we will give some preference to applicants who address the challenges related to meeting human needs for water or food/agriculture/land use in the context of sustainable development. 
The United States - Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund: 

Deadlines-Proposals: 

September 2009

BARD is a competitive funding program for mutually beneficial, mission-oriented, strategic and applied research of agricultural problems, jointly conducted by American and Israeli scientists. Researchers affiliated with public or not-for-profit, private entities are eligible to apply for funding. 
U.S. Egypt Joint Science & Technology Fund

Deadline: November 15
Grants are available for experts from U.S. and Egyptian scientific institutes, universities, scientific societies, private sector research and development centers, and governmental agencies interested in working on a joint research projects. Individuals in either country may initiate proposals that are designed to support the add-on costs of bilateral cooperation.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cool FISH 
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About 414 species of fish were recognized during Linnaeus’ lifetime, 9,000 in Darwin’s time and more than 25,000 today.  Currently, about 200 fish species new to science are described each year with a projected total of above 35,000.Linnaeus observed fishes when traveling around Sweden and is thought to have collected 48 of the extant 168 specimens, assiduously writing up his findings in many published accounts.  For more information on the Linnaean Fishes see "Linnaeus' Fishes, Past, Present and Future" by Gordon McGregor Reid PPLS in The Linnean Special Issue No. 7, 'The Linnaean Collections'. 
The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. To be added to or removed from the PPA mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: 
AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com 






Notes from the Chair: 


   


Dear Colleagues:





Just a quick reminder (and a few updates and tidbits) before next week’s meetings.  On February 17, the joint PPA, NOAA, and USDA Technical Session - Alternative Feedstuffs for Aquaculture will be held from 8:30a.m. – 5:30 p.m. The session promises to be an interesting mix of recent research and expert panels. 





I want to thank PPA members Diane Bellis and Wendy Sealey, who is also Aquaculture America 2009 Program Chair, for all their assistance in organizing and coordinating our session.  There are numerous other sessions and activities which should make for an interesting and informative conference.  I look forward to seeing you in Seattle.





Best regards, 





Delbert Gatlin


Chair











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.linnean.org/uploads/pics/Zeus-faber-75.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���














Page 3 of 3

