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Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group
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The Plant Products in Aquafeed Working Group is an alliance of experts for the purpose of breaking down the researchable barriers to increasing the use of renewable and sustainable plant feedstuffs to fill the demands not only of the aquaculture and feed industries, but of the consumer, for a supply of nutritious seafood. 
CALENDAR:
August 4-7, 2009 

32nd Fish Feed & Nutrition Workshop
Twin Falls, Idaho

August 31, 2009

WAS 2010 Abstracts due
September 25-29 

World Aquaculture 2009
September 24-25

WWF Seriola and Cobia Dialogue
8:30-17:00

November 10-11, 2009 
USDA-CSREES Grantsmanship Workshop
Kansas City, MO

Embassy Suites Kansas City - International Airport 

November 18-19, 2009 
USDA-CSREES Grantsmanship Workshop
Washington, D.C.

Marriott Crystal Gateway 

Gary Jensen, Coordinator

CSREES' staff provide overviews of competitive grants, including program goals and priorities; the grant evaluation process; and past funding statistics. Researchers, educators, extension specialists, and administrators are encouraged to attend.
March 1-5, 2010
Aquaculture 2010




San Diego, CA 
NOAA/USDA/PPA Alternative Feed for Aquaculture Technical Session

Washington 
Capitol Hill Ocean Week, CHOW, highlighted “the BLUE Economy: Understanding the Ocean's Role in Our Nation's Financial Future.” Jane Lubchenko, the NOAA Administrator, who re-dubbed it the “blue-green” economy, pointed to the inextricable link between the ocean and the economy. Several members of Congress and political appointees were featured speakers on the various panels. The panel titled “Feeding a Nation: The Role of Fishing and Aquaculture in Today’s Economy” identified ways to utilize fishery and aquaculture resources at a sustainable level for both economic and environmental well-being. They addressed the ever-growing role of aquaculture in the equation and the need for sustainable guidelines to manage it. Most presentations are available online.


In the midst of CHOW, was—well, chow! NOAA’s Fish Fry promotes fish as a safe and healthy food choice. Now in its 34th year, the event promotes public understanding of aquaculture and sustainable marine fisheries.  A dozen or more booths (including one where Food and Water Watch worked with a group of fishermen who had spoken against aquaculture during CHOW) served a wide variety of creatively prepared fish, crab, grilled salmon, shrimp, side dishes, beverages and more. Hubbs-Sea World served a wide variety of California-grown species – many aquacultured – prepared on-site as sushi by a widely acclaimed Washington DC chef.  
In addition to giving talks for Capitol Hill Oceans Week and eating seafood, the Administration and Congress have been busy—
On June 4, 2009, NOAA opened a 60-day public comment period for the 'Fishery Management Plan (FMP)for Regulating Offshore Marine Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico.'' The plan will be available for public review and comment through August 3, 2009. Instructions for submitting comments are available in the Federal Register. The purpose of the FMP is to establish a regional permitting process to manage the development of an environmentally sound and economically sustainable aquaculture industry in the federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council has posted responses to Frequently Asked Questions on its website.
The House Natural Resources Committee, which has jurisdiction over fisheries and aquaculture, is chaired by Representative Nick Rahall (D-WV). Chairman Rahall opposes the effort to permit aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council-- so the Congressman’s staff has drafted a bill for permitting aquaculture in federal waters. The Chairman’s staff has acknowledged that the bill was drafted with guidance only from the environmental community, but they have asked for industry views. Ocean Stewards did just that based on input from its members. Copies of the draft legislation and comments are available upon request.   

By a Presidential Memorandum published June 17th, President Obama has established an Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force to be led by the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality to develop a national policy for protection of the oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes. The Memorandum cites challenges that “include water pollution and degraded coastal water quality caused by industrial and commercial activities both onshore and offshore, habitat loss, fishing impacts, invasive species, disease, rising sea levels, and ocean acidification… Renewable energy, shipping, and aquaculture are also expected to place growing demands on ocean and Great Lakes resources..” 
Last week the House Ag Appropriations Subcommittee supported increasing funding for the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative. In the bill marked up on June 11th, the Subcommittee provided $210 million for AFRI and increases in several other research programs while preserving the mandatory research funding provided in the 2008 Farm Bill.
A letter from the American Soybean Association (ASA) to Department of Commerce Secretary Locke supported NOAA’s request for an additional $2m for research on aquafeed for marine species. Food and Water Watch opposes the research funding.
In March, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced more than $11 million in grants to 15 states to support research, education and outreach in animal genomics. The Fiscal Year 2008 projects were awarded through USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) National Research Initiative Animal Genome Program. 
USDA (CCC) has announced the availability of $50 million authorized by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to provide assistance to eligible aquaculture producers for the high costs of feed during 2008. Imagine what long-term impact this $50 million of research would have accomplished for these same producers.  

An updated version of USDA's Research, Education and Economics Information System (REEIS) provides additional data sources, opens data to Google Search and provides for extended data analysis. More than 40,000 new and recently completed research projects and more than 1,000 planned programs are accessible through Google Search.   
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

(This is not intended to be a complete listing of all opportunities relevant to PPA researchers, but hopefully will point out some that you might not have noticed.)
Department of Agriculture 
In FY 2009, CSREES anticipates that $190 million will be available for AFRI.  AFRI replaces the former National Research Initiative (NRI) and the Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems (IFAFS). There are several opportunities for proposals related to the goals and objectives of the PPA Strategic Research Plan. The program announcement provides an overview of the legislation that created the AFRI program and describes programs being offered in Fiscal Year 2009. 
Animal Growth and Nutrient Utilization 

Letter of Intent Deadline − Not required for this program. 

Anticipated Application Deadline − July 8, 2009 
Suboptimal nutrition and growth are limiting factors in animal productivity. New information regarding these processes in agriculturally important animals, including aquaculture and aquacultured species, is lacking. The primary objective of the program is to increase our understanding of the biological mechanisms underlying animal growth, development of skeletal muscle, lactation, and nutrient digestion and metabolism.

Total Program Funds − approximately $4.5 million 

Proposed research project budget requests must not exceed $350,000 for a project period of 2-4 years (including indirect costs). 
Integrated Solutions for Animal Agriculture, AFRI 

Letter of Intent Due Date  

March 16, 2009 

Due Date 



June 30, 2009 

The solution to most animal agriculture problems is complex and requires not only a robust research effort, but a strong translational outreach that integrates the most up to date knowledge into cost effective strategies that producers and decision makers can adopt. 
Estimated Total Program Funding 
$4,000,000.00 
Range of Awards 


up to $1,000,000.00

Animal Health and Well-Being: Tools and Resources, AFRI 
Letter of Intent Due Date 

June 1, 2009 

Due Date 



August 14, 2009 
To protect animal agriculture from disease losses and threats arising from high impact endemic diseases, new or re-emerging challenges, or foreign diseases. 

Estimated Total Program Funding 
$575,000.00 
Range of Awards  


up to $550,000.00 

Animal Production, Protection, SBIR 
Due Date Phase I


September 3, 2009 

To  develop knowledge that will enable producers of animals of agricultural importance to increase production efficiency and to assure a reliable, safe supply of animal protein and other animal products while conserving resources and reducing costs of production.

Estimated Total Program Funding 
$18,514,188.00 
Range of Awards 


$70,000.00 to $90,000.00
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Aquaculture, SBIR 

Due Date Phase I


September 3, 2009 
To enhance the knowledge and technology base for the domestic aquaculture industry. Emphasis is placed on research leading to improved production efficiency and increased competitiveness of US aquaculture sector. Studies on commercially important (or potentially important) species of fish, shellfish and plants, from both freshwater and marine environments, can be addressed.

Estimated Total Program Funding 
$18,514,188.00 
Range of Awards 


$70,000.00 to $90,000.00
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Plant Production and Protection – Biology, SBIR 
To improve the efficiency of crop production using innovative plant breeding, biotechnology, cell and tissue culture, and genomics. The results will include the development of crops with improved quality and yield, the reduction of the harmful impact of plant pathogens and insect pests, and/or the development of new crop plants or new uses for existing crop plants. 
Due Date 
Phase I

September 3, 2009 
Estimated Total Program Funding 
$18,514,188.00 
Range of Awards 


$70,000.00 to $90,000.00
National Science Foundation
Biotechnology, Biochemical, and Biomass Engineering (BBBE) 
Due Date 

September 15, 2009 
Fundamental problems involved in the processing and manufacturing of products of economic importance by effectively utilizing renewable resources of biological origin and bioinformatics originating from genomic and proteomic information. Research projects supported through the BBBE program include various topics that may be relevant to aquaculture including fermentation technology and food processing with a special focus on the safety of the nation's food supply. 

Chemical and Biological Separations (CBS) 
Due Date 

September 15, 2009 
Supports fundamental research on novel methods and materials for separation processes.  The program encourages proposals that address emerging research areas and technologies, have a high degree of interdisciplinary thought coupled with knowledge creation, and integrate education and research. Areas of emphasis include separation of biological molecules and separations that lead to environmentally benign processing.  

Basic Research to Enable Agricultural Development (BREAD) Program 

Letter of Intent Deadline Date:  August 5, 2009 

Full Proposal Deadline Date:  September 9, 2009 
To support innovative, solutions to critical agricultural challenges in developing countries, NSF and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will each provide $24 million over five years for this competitive awards program. Because most aquaculture is done in developing countries and because people in developing countries are more reliant on fish as a source of protein, the BREAD program appears to be a very interesting opportunity for those working on developing plant based aquaculture diets.
In the U.S., agriculture is benefiting from advances in genomics made over the past decade. Outcomes of this research have allowed academic and industrial researchers to exploit the diversity of agronomically useful traits in wild and domesticated crop plants. The goal of this new program is to extend the opportunities to include international partners in efforts to generate sustainable, science-based solutions to problems of smallholder agriculture in developing countries. BREAD Program solicitations will be non-prescriptive, inviting a broad scope of applications. 
The United States - Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund: 

Deadlines-Proposals: 

September 2009

BARD is a competitive funding program for mutually beneficial, mission-oriented, strategic and applied research of agricultural problems, jointly conducted by American and Israeli scientists. 
U.S. Egypt Joint Science & Technology Fund

Deadline: November 15
Grants are available for experts from U.S. and Egyptian scientific institutes, interested in working on a joint research projects. Individuals in either country may initiate proposals that are designed to support the add-on costs of bilateral cooperation.
 In case you missed it:
· The next seafood frontier: The ocean
Facing a global seafood crisis, one startup's solution is to farm the open seas on CNN-Money
The most recent issue of Global Aquaculture Advocate

· Genetically Standardized Trout Stock to Improve Research featuring PPA  members Ron Hardy and Ken Overturf and brought to you by the University of Idaho, USDA and the United Soybean Board

· In the same issue: Sablefish Culture in U.S. Pacific Northwest
Matthew A. Cook, et al (including PPA member Michael B. Rust, Ph.D.)
· "New Vitamin Mix Gives Farmed Fish Vim and Vigor" 
published in the May/June 2009 issue of Agricultural Research magazine. ARS fish nutritionist and PPA Vice Chair Rick Barrows has made it easier for trout and other fish to get those vitamins. 
· From the Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance (CAIA) New Aquaculture Species Forecast: $880 Million by 2020
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The rainbow wrasse, Halichoeres pictus, is a member of Perciformes, a clade comprising more than 9000 species that accounts for more than a third of all fish diversity. There are about 500 species of wrasses, ranging in size from 4.5 cm to 2.3 m. They occur in tropical and warm-temperate waters. Learn more about H. pictus by reading this DigiMorph account.    

The PPA UPDATE will be distributed by e-mail to PPA Working Group members and others who have requested that they be included on our mail list. Please feel free to distribute the newsletter. To be added to or removed from the PPA mailing list or if you have questions or comments, contact: AgSource, Inc. 202.412.0582 or dbellis@agsourceinc.com 






Notes from the Chair: 


   


Dear Colleagues:





Happy Summer! It seems as though we were just at meetings in Seattle and now the abstract deadline for Aquaculture 2010 in San Diego is quickly approaching!!





Again, in 2010, PPA will be co-hosting a day- long technical session with NOAA and USDA -Alternative Feedstuffs for Aquaculture. Interspersed with talks, there will again be panels. This year’s theme is “Let’s Get Molecular” - not PCR molecular, but nutrients and anti-nutrients molecular.  The panels will focus on what is known about “the good, the bad and the ugly” components  in alternative ingredients to fishmeal.   This may include the beneficial compounds found in alternatives, the anti-nutrients, compounds that affect palatability, etc. 





We welcome your abstracts and remind you to identify the goal/performance measure in the PPA Strategic Plan that your research has addressed.  Hope to see you in the coming months.








Best regards, 





Delbert Gatlin


Chair
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